District Councillor Report for the Postwick Annual Parish Meeting – 28 April 2023

This report outlines the activities of the two district councillors for Brundall Ward (Cllr Jan Davis and Cllr Eleanor Laming) over the last year.  

We have attended all Main Council meetings at Broadland District Council and have a place on the following committees or panels at which we have raised a number of questions: 

Overview and Scrutiny, Environmental Excellence, Economic Success, Licensing and Regulatory, Communities Housing and Planning, Awards and Electoral Arrangements. 

We have attended main parish council meetings for Postwick, Brundall, Strumpshaw and Cantley and cluster group meetings (at which representatives of local parish councils meet to share ideas and current issues).  We have raised issues on their behalf and submitted regular update reports. 

We corresponded with residents over a wide range of matters such as planning and enforcement issues, light pollution, highways concerns mainly related to road safety and bus service provision, waste collections and fly tipping. 

We have commented on several planning applications where appropriate, both in the ward and in neighbouring wards, and called in contentious applications to planning committees on both BDC and the Broads Authority. 

We have asked BDC questions on a range of subjects including: the scrutiny process, new development and flooding, biodiversity, food security and development on agricultural land, assisting residents on low incomes, investment zones, nutrient neutrality, retrofitting services and carbon offset funds.    We submitted a budget amendment to Main Council asking for additional funding to retrofit homes in the district.   We supported the move of the One Team at BDC and SNC to the Horizon building at Broadland Business Park which will reduce the council’s carbon emissions. 

We have responded to a range of consultations covering the NCC County Devolution Deal, GNLP Gypsy and Traveller site proposals, future of the Norwich Walk in Centre and the government consultation on a revised National Planning Policy Framework.

Cllr Davis used his Member’s Ward Grant to fund lighting improvements for the Brundall Men’s Shed and Cllr Laming’s grant has funded a new defibrillator for the Brundall Allotments. 

We have attended the following events and meetings: Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations, Big Broadland Litter pick in Cantley, Gridserve EV charging station opening, Broom Boats workshop, Broadland Food Innovation Centre, Accession Ceremony at Thorpe Lodge, Norfolk Climate Change Conference, BDC Chairman’s Civic Service, Brundall Remembrance Day services, opening of The Oaks development and the BDC and SNC ONE Team Awards. 

Cllr Davis has continued to liaise with Anglian Water, MP Jerome Mayhew, and the Norfolk County Council Flood and Water Manager re flooding issues in the ward in both Strumpshaw and Cantley. 

Cllr Davis and Cllr Laming have raised concerns about the loss of the Postwick park and ride service and asked for its reinstatement. 

Cllr Davis has liaised with both local landowners and the local school to plant hundreds of new hedges and trees in Cantley, and has worked with Network Rail to improve Level Crossing safety in Cantley. 

Cllr Davis met with the Police and Crime Commissioner to discuss speeding in rural villages and residents’ dissatisfaction with the lack of enforcement of speed limits. 



(submitted by Cllr Jan Davis and Cllr Eleanor Laming – 24/4/23)

Abbreviations:
BDC – Broadland District Council
SNC – South Norfolk Council
NCC – Norfolk County Council
GNLP – Greater Norwich Local Plan 
