Broadland District Councillors Report for Postwick with Witton Parish Council Meeting -
1 February 2024

A feedback report on progress made has been received from the Local Government Association (LGA) Corporate Peer Challenge Team which visited the council for a second time on 13 October 2023.  Good progress has been made by the council following the initial visit made in July 2022. 

There is still a small amount of Winter Pressures grant funding available for Broadland residents.  Funding is for a maximum of £1500 per group and can be used for projects such as supporting warm spaces, providing hampers/gifts for vulnerable households, purchasing warmth providing equipment for those in need.   Projects need to be engaged with other local support and the Help Hub and need to be delivered by March 2024.  For more information and an application form: 
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/communities/winter-pressures-grant/1

BDC has a new Help Hub outreach vehicle which is initially going out to visit designated Warm Spaces in the district and will later be going out to other settings where Help Hub support could be useful. It will bring council Help Hub services to residents in areas to offer frontline support where services are requested most.  Advice on benefits, debt welfare, isolation, anti-social behaviour and domestic abuse will be available. 

Cllr Davis has allocated his member’s Ward Grant for the purchase of an 8-seater wheelchair accessible round top recycled plastic table for Limpenhoe Village Hall.  All funds have now been allocated for this financial year.   The next funding round begins on 1 April 2024. 

The Clean Up and Bloom Grant scheme is still running and the final date for applications is 31 January 2024.  15 applications have been received so far from groups in Broadland. 
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/news/article/385/helping-communities-bloom

The government has provided £9.6m funding assistance for Nutrient mitigation in Norfolk. Norfolk Environmental Credits Ltd will start trading in a few weeks’ time.  

Work is ongoing to produce the Broadland District Council Plan for 2024-2028.  The plan identifies key priorities, aims and activities for the next 4 years and will be adopted in the Spring.  This is supported by a separate document called the Delivery Plan gives more detail on the planned programme of work for 2024-26.  

Cllr Davis visited the Materials Recycling Facility in Costessey on 12/1/24. 

The White Heron Public House on Station Road, Brundall, the Ram Public House on The Street, Brundall and the Countryside Park, Postwick Lane, Brundall have all been accepted by BDC as assets of community value and have been added to the BDC Community Asset register for a period of 5 years.  For more information on Assets of Community Value see:
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/communities/asset-community-value-right-bid
The finalists for the BDC Business Awards have been announced.  Those in Brundall Ward include: 

Sekura.ID Bankside 300 Peachman Way (provides mobile identity data), Broadland Business Park, Delta Fire (fire fighting equipment supplier) Broadland Business Park,  Evander (emergency response and repair for glazing, doors and locks, Peachman Way, Broadland Business Park,  Marsh Ltd (insurance broking and risk management) Broadland Business Park, Brundall Home hardware (competitive, quality hardware),  Broom Boats (boating and tourism services), Brundall, and the Cantley Cock (traditional Norfolk Pub).  Congratulations to them all.    The Awards ceremony is on 5 March and is sponsored by Birketts LLP. 

BDC received funding in 2022 from the government Rural England Prosperity Fund.  Up to £50,000 will be allocated to create a content creation kitchen at the Food Innovation Centre.  The remaining funds have been allocated to the Rural Business Builder programme to provide grants of up to £25,000 for eligible businesses. 

The Broadland Community Tree Planting Grant scheme is still available for this tree planting season up to March 2024.  It is open for community groups, town and parish councils and charities to plant trees in Broadland, ideally in a publicly accessible space.    Funding can cover the cost of trees, planting, fencing and guards for protection, as well as aftercare to ensure the trees have the best chance of survival. Grants of up to £1000 per applicant are available.  For more details see: 
https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/TreePlantingGrant

The Business Regulatory support hub service has been reviewed.  This provides licensing and regulatory advice and support for local businesses.  Uptake of the service has increased over time and businesses report strong satisfaction with the service. 

A review has been undertaken of an Anti-Social Behaviour pilot service run by the council.  An increased focus on early intervention has been successful in ensuring the council has resolved cases effectively and efficiently and promoted community safety.  Demand on the service has been increasing, with complaints commonly relating to neighbour noise, fly tipping and wastes-related behaviour and noise from commercial premises. 






(Submitted by Cllr Jan Davis and Cllr Eleanor Laming on 25/1/23)
