
POSTWICK WITH WITTON PARISH COUNCIL
FINAL Minutes of the Meeting of Postwick with Witton Parish Council on Thursday
1st February 2024 at 7.00 pm in Postwick Village Hall.

PRESENT
Colin Hancy (Chair), Julie Smith (Vice Chair), Matthew Riches, Jon Price, Helen George, 
Su Allport (Clerk), District Councillor Eleanor Laming, District Councillor Jan Davis and Jonathan Ward (Net Zero)

The Parish Council would like to express their gratitude to Pat Stiven for organising the refurbishment of the Village Hall  kitchen and to Emma and Julie for assisting in removing and replacing all the crockery, utensils, tableware etc.
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1. To Consider Apologies for Absence
1.1	David Dukes and David Miller sent their apologies which were duly accepted by the Council

2. To Receive Declaration of Interest and Requests for Dispensation on items on the Agenda 
2.1	None.

3. To Confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held on 4th January 2024
3.1 The Council unanimously resolved to approve the Minutes of the meeting on the 4th January 2024 
       and the Minutes were duly signed by the Chair.

4. To Report on Actions Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting Not on the Agenda
4.1 4.1 Colin Hancy will meet with Network Rail in February to discuss Network Rail parking
              issues when they are accessing the railway line from Oaks Lane.

      4.1 A meeting has been scheduled for the Parish Clerk and Mike Marshall to meet with Richard 
            Harwood in February to discuss the details of the construction of the plinth.

     4.1 The Parish Council has secured funding from the Clean Up and Bloom initiative and will
             ask the Green Group if they want to use the money for a project.

      4.1 Julie Smith, David Miller, and Colin Hancy are creating a business case for CIL money that
              has been withheld by Broadland DC.              

      4.1 The grass area near the changing rooms at the Village Hall will be reseeded due to being
             slippery.
 
5. Open Participation for Members of the Public to Raise Questions on and/or Make
Statements about Matters on the Agenda 
5.1	No parishioners were present at the meeting.
	
6. To Receive a Report from the District Councillor
6.1 District Councillor Eleanor Laming gave a report updating Members.
             (Report on the Parish Council website)

7. To Receive a Presentation by Jonathan Ward – Net Zero Initiative
Jonathan Ward from The Climate Change Partnership presented “The Net Zero initiative for 
Norfolk”. (Notes are available on the website.)

8. To Receive a Report, Minutes and Financial Report from the Postwick Social Club Committee
8.1 Matthew Riches gave a report updating Members.
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9. To Receive an Update on the Village Hall Electricity Supplier and FIT & SEG Tariffs
Colin Hancy reported that the Parish Council is eligible to receive the Smart Export Guarantee (SEG).
The Socia Club has switched the electricity provider from British Gas to EON, resulting in an increase 
in the Feed-in Tariff (FIT). The Parish Clerk to chase the necessary paperwork from Green Solar 
Footprint to enable the Social Club to register for SEG.

10. To Receive an Update on Incorporating Postwick Social Club Insurance into Parish Council Policy
Colin Hancy said that a combined Insurance Policy had now been completed. The Social Club
would recompense the Parish Council 10% of the annual premium pro-rated for the remaining 
7 months						                                                                   All in favour                            

11. To Receive a Report from the Postwick Neighbourhood Plan Sub-Committee
       11.1 A report from David Dukes was read out updating Members.  A survey to ascertain the
                opinions of parishioners on the future of the parish had been sent out and 
                concludes on 9th February 2024.  

12. To Receive a Report on the NALC Governance Check that took place on 8 January and to Discuss 
        and Agree on Actions arising from it
12.1 Colin Hancy reported on the Governance check. Notes had been sent out to all parish councillors 
         and from this the following actions proposed :-

1. Jon Price and Helen George agreed to audit the financial records quarterly.         
   	   All in favour                                                                                                                   
2. Julie Smith and David Dukes volunteered to be the “Employment Committee” to carry out duties 
       and appraisals on employees (Parish Clerk). 						  All in favour                          

3. The Parish Council to reduce their meetings from 12 to 10 (with January and August in recession) 
        for the 2024/25 financial year. To be reviewed at the end of the period.                    	   All in favour
                               
4. The Parish Council to have a gov.uk email/website addresses.  It was proposed the new name 
        would be  name.name postwickwittonpc.gov.uk.  Parish Clerk to contact NALC to establish how 
        parish councillors access emails on Apple devices.	                                                                   All in favour                                                               

13. To Consider any Planning Applications, Proposals and Appeals
       13.1 A letter received from WHP Telecoms Ltd gave details for the installation of a SMART Meter 
                Network Mast at the Anglia Water site. Awaiting formal planning application.

14. To Receive a Report from the Meeting with the Norwich Cricket Club Representative on
16 January and agree on any actions arising from it
Colin Hancy had a meeting with Chris Borrett from Norwich Cricket Club.  They expressed an 
interest in using the changing rooms at Postwick Village Hall but raised issues with parking.  
As the contract with the Cricket Club was set to expire within three years, negotiation for renewal 
would commence.  Colin Hancy suggested creating a plan to extend the car park.                                                                                                                                           
 
15. To Discuss the Continual Flooding of Areas within Postwick and Agree on Actions arising from it
Helen George (who works for the Environment Agency) discussed with some residents of Oaks Lane 
their concerns regarding flooding after Storm Bibet.  Helen George will meet with local landowners, 
as the Environment Agency could help to devise measures to minimize the effects of flooding 
and assist with funding. 

16. To Consider and Agree on a Replacement Bench for the Playing Field Using the Section 106 Money
         The Parish Council agreed to purchase a green recycled plastic bench for £391 to replace the
         Jubilee bench.  The Parish Clerk to organise the purchase with ESPO via David Dukes.                   All in favour                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

17.  To Receive a Report on the Wind Turbine and Agree any Actions Arising from it
Further investigation and professional assessment are to be obtained before any further decision on the 
wind turbine is made.
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18. To Receive a Report from the Cluster Meeting Held on 16 January
Colin Hancy reported on the recent Cluster meeting.  The next Cluster meeting is on 28 May 2024.

19. To Receive a Report on any New and Outstanding Highways Matters
       19.1 Mark Symonds from Broadland District Council (BDC) emailed the Council to report the Tree
                Team at Norfolk County Council made recommendations for works after inspecting the trees on
                Brundall Low Road in October 2023.  It was unclear whether the responsibility lay with the
                landowner or Highways.

       19.2 Mark Symonds emailed to say that the trees on Oaks Lane would be inspected by the Tree Team from
                County Hall to determine what work needed to be done. He suggested the Parish Council
                find a resident in the Parish who would be interested in becoming a Tree Warden.

       19.3 An email has been received by Norfolk County Council stating that a Notice was published on
                the 26th January 2024 stating they propose to make an Order under the Road Traffic
                Regulations Act 1984, the effect of which would be to reduce the current 30 mph speed limit to
                a 20-mph speed limit in Postwick (see Parish Council website for details).

        19.4 Reported erosion of the road at the top of Leeder Hill – ENQ 683876
                 Reported “Finger Posts” one missing and one broken in playing field – ENQ 900255362
                 Reported dangerous surface condition of footpath leading to The Wilderness - ENQ900255364
                 Fallen tree debris on Ferry Lane.  Parish Clerk to contact landowner.

  20. To Receive the Parish Clerk’s Correspondence and Reports
20.1 Present Correspondence & Information Received
· Email from Blackwater Carr – no response necessary

       20.2 Parish Clerk Training
· Feedback on the CILCA Introduction presentation
· The Parish Council agreed for the Parish Clerk to complete the FILCA course and to fund the 
        membership and course costs (circa £240).
                                                                                                                                                    All in favour

       20.3 To Present the Monthly Playground Inspection Report and review the quotes obtained for
                repair and the quotes Julie Smith obtained to replace all the equipment
· Parish Clerk read out the weekly & monthly playground inspections
· Social Club to investigate broken bench at the back of the Village Hall
· Julie Smith met representatives from two more playground designers/installers. 
Awaiting designs and quotes from them and will circulate to councillors when received.
· Parish clerk waiting for two further quotes for the playground repairs - ongoing
                 
  21.  Finance
21.1 To Receive the Monthly Financial Report

21.2 To approve a change in the S/O from 1 May for the Parish Clerk’s pension (new rate from
         1 April 2024).                                                                                                                                            All in favour

   22. To Record items for the next Agenda (not for discussion)
	1. To discuss the village sign plaque for the late Mr John Brownlee and ceremony


22.  To Confirm the Date of the Next Parish Council Meeting
        Thursday 7th March 2024 at 7.00 pm at Postwick Village Hall

     Meeting closed at 9.44  pm



Payments for February 2024

	Cheques S/O
D/D
B/Card
	
                                                 
Outgoing
	

Amount
	
Authorising
Signature (1)
	
Authorising 
Signature (2)

	Standing Order
	
S M Allport – Parish Clerk’s salary 
                                                  
	
   £380.43
	
	

	Standing Order
	Norfolk Pension Fund – Parish Clerk’s Pension
(includes Parish Clerk’s & Parish Contributions)
	
   £116.74

	
	

	
D/D
	
Countrystyle Recycling – Emptying Bottle Bank
(Invoice No INV420800)

	
        £6.00

	
	

	
100962
	
Norfolk Association of Local Councils 
(Invoice No’s 1266 & 1269)

	
 £312.49
	
	

	
100963
	
J B Services (East Anglia) / Social Club 
Village Hall Kitchen
(paid in advance)
	
£4,470.00
	
	

	
100964
	
Muffle / Social Club 
Sound Proofing for Village Hall 
(paid in advance)
	
£1,571.14
	
	

	
100965
	
Britwind – Repair 19/9/23
	
    £199.79
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